a study of over 600 schools Gottfredson and Daiger (1979) s rate of teacher victimization is strongly correlated with the d< erty and unemployment characteristic of the communities 1 the schools are located. Self-report studies involving eco yses are rare. The only study I have located is a dissertation I (1977), which involved a very small number of census tracts b moderate negative correlation between economic conditio: reported delinquency rates.
In short, although most of the evidence is based on offic correlation between the typical social status characterizii units and delinquency rate is strongly negative. More researc report data and victimization rates would be helpful in clarif ture. Minor doubts persist because the negative correlatio: may reflect police deployment or arrest practices, and becausi tions of community characteristics with different types of rates are not always consistent (Gottfredson and Daiger 1979, et al. 1980). Because these strong ecological associations are } fenses with very high clearance rates (e.g., homicide), howe almost certainly not due solely to the behavior of control agei
Ability
The literature about the link between ability and delinquenc troversial. Delinquency researchers have until very recently t emphasize the correlation between delinquency and ability, for this are complex. They apparently relate in part to uncei the meaning of the construct of ability and about the exter bias in tests of ability. Although controversy about the me* research results may continue for some time to come, the i selves are reasonably clear.
Hirschi and Hindelang (1977) have recently reviewed the i history in this area, and they present a persuasive portrait, their review, commonly used measures of intelligence or modest but consistent negative correlations with delinqueni dividual level. They are about the same size as the correlat delinquency and social class, if not somewhat stronger. Abi may also be slightly more strongly associated with more seri the correlations with police contacts and with interpersonal a higher than they are with undifferentiated self-report mea quency of delinquent behavior.
Hirschi and Hindelang (1977) show that the correlation be and delinquency is not purely spurious in the sense that the i statistical controls for socioeconomic status or race will makeong and negative. A series of studies using official data (Block 1979, Gordon 1967, Shaw and McKay 1969) document correlations in the 0.60's and 0.70's. Victimization studies also sometimes show strong associations between neighborhood characteristics and victimization rates. For example, Pope (1978) shows that victimization rates are much higher in neighborhoods with many female-headed families,7 and in
